Tim HB - Baptism

What is baptism?
It is a symbol of a commitment that you have made to follow God, that you believe in his son
Jesus and that you understand the promises within the Bible. You understand the Bible
message, which God has given to all of mankind. It is a very serious commitment, it's like
getting married. A permanent promise. It is a big deal.
Acts ch 2 ver 36-40. Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made
this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.
Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the
apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?”
Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the
Lord our God will call.”
And with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, “Be saved from this
perverse generation.”
Baptism is complete immersion in water so your entire body goes under the water.
Act ch 8 ver 38-39. So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the
eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him.
Now when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, so that
the eunuch saw him no more; and he went on his way rejoicing.
Baptism is a symbol of the death of yourself, your old life and the start of a new one. You
have become a new creation.
2 Corinthians Ch 5 ver 14-21. For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that
if One died for all, then all died;
and He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who
died for them and rose again.
Therefore, from now on, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we have
known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him thus no longer.
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold,
all things have become new.
Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has
given us the ministry of reconciliation,
that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses
to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation.
Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we
implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God.
For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness
of God in Him.
And also
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Romans ch 6 ver 3-11. Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into His death?
Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.
For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in
the likeness of His resurrection,
knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done
away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin.
For he who has died has been freed from sin.
Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him,
knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has
dominion over Him.
For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to
God.
Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ
Jesus our Lord.
You are connected to Jesus’ life and also his death but more importantly his resurrection.
Going under the water is like a death and coming out of it, a resurrection. All the promises
that God gave to Jesus and the children of Israel now also apply to you too! You are one of
one of God's chosen people.
Galatians ch 3 ver 26-29. For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.
For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor
female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.

So why should you get baptised?
You should think about it because Jesus himself was baptised by his cousin John the
Baptist.
Matthew ch 3 ver 13-17. Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized
by him.
And John tried to prevent Him, saying, “I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to
me?”
But Jesus answered and said to him, “Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to
fulfill all righteousness.” Then he allowed Him.
When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the
heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and
alighting upon Him.
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And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased.”
It is a big commitment and is not something that should be done lightly, your decision to be
baptised can only happen when you fully understand the bible teachings, all that a Christian
life entails. Baptism is the start of a life in Christ and a journey towards his kingdom here on
earth.
1 Corinthians ch 15 ver 50-52. Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit
the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption.
Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed—
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and
the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.

